In some countries, the cowrie shell represents fertility, and is given to brides to guarantee offspring and provide a safe delivery.  In other countries, it was believed that the shell protected against the evil eye. They were also attached to fishing nets to promise a good catch.   The golden cowrie from the Fiji and Solomon Islands is a symbol of power and rank for chieftains. Cowries have also been used in art, as money, jewelry and as religious symbols since the beginning of man.

cowrie shells - seaborne jewelry originally used as currency in pre-Christian times. Cowrie shells, which are found in the Indian Ocean region, began their most recent incarnation on the tables of African-American street vendors, who offered them sewn onto leather bracelets and necklaces. The shells are also purchased individually-usually for under a dollar each-and sewn into garments and dreadlocks. Increasingly associated, like kente cloth, with Afrocentric fashion, the small, white shells became an easy multicultural fashion statement among early-'90s pop stars and celebrities.

Cowrie shells are obtained from Islands in the Indian

                         Ocean. In ancient times, the cowrie was currency much like our

                         dollar is today - in fact they were still in use in some parts of the

                         world (such as Nigeria) within living memory.

                         Though it has become one of the symbols of the African

                         continent, it is fact that the cowrie played such an important role

                         as money in ancient China that its pictograph was adopted in their

                         written language for money. Thus it is not surprising that among

                         the earliest countable metallic money or coins were cowries

                         made of bronze or copper, in China.

                         The Cowrie Speaks...through divination, patakies (sacred

                         stories of the Yoruba) in which the Orisa relate proper moral,

                         spiritual as well as everyday methods to solve conflicts, through

                         Ebo's (sacrifice), the cowrie speaks! The cowrie is the mouth of

                         the Orisas since it is used in divination. There are related stories

                         about the cowrie that teach about being humble and respectful to

                         your elders, that help the cowrie to have the attributes it has

                         historically as well as today.

                         If you are attracted to cowries it could mean that you are a

                         son/daughter of Yemaya, a Yoruba ocean spirit associated with

                         wealth and mother earth.

                         It is a powerful symbol about Africa, that people generally

                         associate with Africans in America or Africans on the Continent

                         wearing it. But since the late seventies when cowries began

                         appearing on the vending tables of African American and

                         African vendors around the country, the small white shells have

                         become an easy multicultural fashion statement.

